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Newsletter Issue 6 – week commencing 9 June 2008 

 
PROTEST MARCH SPECIAL  

 
 

A Statement from the Chairman 
 
We have taken a number of different approaches over the past couple of weeks; 
press releases, the Lichfield Bower, the Lichfield Protest March, petitioning outside 
Alrewas shops and also the school fete. We have found that people do want to sign 
our petition against these proposals and, with this in mind, we know that we can still 
get more signatures. 
 
We need to gather in all the signed petitions by 24th June, in order to submit them 
with our objection letter to the DCLG. I ask you all, therefore, for one more push to 
help us. Perhaps some of you could stand outside Waitrose, in the city centre, or in 
other shopping areas in and around Lichfield, to gather more signatures. We 
currently have around 1250, but my aim is to get the figure to over 2000. 
  
There is now an added urgency to your petitioning, as we have discovered that the 
eco-town will come with its own Renewable Energy Park. This will be installed on 
the other side of the A38 at Hilliards Cross and will consist of a recycling plant 
and/or biomass converters and also wind turbines, close to where they plan to put  
the large ‘Park and Ride’. This would just be another issue for Fradley to have to 
bear!! 
  
There are places still available on the coach travelling to the national rally against 
eco-towns on Monday 30th June. We hope you will be able to take time off 
from work and stand up for our right to keep our communities living in a rural 
environment. If so, please contact us urgently. 
  
Many thanks for your continuing support and we hope to see you at the London 
Rally. 
 
        Richard Holloway – Chairman FACT 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
The Lichfield March  
 
FACT would like to thank all those volunteers who attended the march on Saturday 7 April. We 
had approximately 200 people and it really made a big impact. Hopefully you will have seen the 
Central News bulletin at 4.45pm, in which we had crucial coverage. There was also other media 
coverage over the weekend. 
 
The group met at Gresley Row from around 11.30 am and soon our numbers swelled. People even 
brought their pets dressed for the occasion, wearing ‘coats’ bearing messages of support for FACT 
and opposing the development! We were photographed, filmed and questioned by local reporters 
before the march began. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Just after midday our protest group began its march through the centre of Lichfield, stopping the 
shoppers in their tracks with the organised and controlled march. We handed out leaflets and 
collected petition signatures as we made our way down the route, and again it was surprising the 
number of people who had not heard of the development. 

Lichfield MP Michael Fabricant poses with FACT 
Chairman Richard Holloway and assembled protesters 
just before the start of the march. 
Photo courtesy of ConservativeHome. 
 

 

 

Even the dogs have come out in 
support of FACT!! Where will their 
owners take them for walks? 
Photos courtesy of Brian Asbury 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Once we arrived outside Dr Johnson’s Birthplace Museum, Michael Fabricant MP, FACT 
Chairman Richard Holloway and other FACT group members were interviewed by Central News, 
before Richard introduced Michael Fabricant to the assembled crowd to address them in 
opposition to the development by the Curborough Consortium. 
 
Mr Fabricant made a clear statement that we are not in a position to accept such a large 
development due to a lack of infrastructure and, also, that it would link Fradley with Lichfield and 
turn the whole area into yet another urban sprawl. 
 

Protesters cause a stir as they make their way through the town and descend on Market Square.  
Photo courtesy of Nick Povey. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
After Mr Fabricant’s address, further petition signatures were collected and a number of donations 
were gratefully received. Many thanks go to those who made a donation on the day, and also to 
those who sent donations through the post. These are crucial to us being able to continue to oppose 
these developments. 
 
Two members of Banks Developments, one of the partner companies in the Curborough 
Consortium, were lurking nearby, although we understand they were not interviewed by any of the 
local media! 
 
What’s next for FACT  
 
You may have seen the advertisement published in the Lichfield Mercury this week by the 
Government, asking for responses to their consultation document on the eco-town by the end of 
June. It has been noted by FACT, and many other people, that the advertisement was very 
misleading. The area on which the eco-town would be located is referred to as ‘ the former Fradley 
airfield’, even though most of this has already been used up for the Fradley South residential 
development and the industrial park. Only 13% of the chosen site is in fact brownfield land, and 
that is the only part of the airfield that is not already earmarked for expansion of the industrial 
park. 
 

Michael Fabricant MP addressing the protesters and gathered members of the public on the steps of the Dr. Johnson 
Birthplace Museum.  Photo courtesy of Helen Evans. 



 

 

FACT has contacted the Advertising Standards Authority to lodge a formal objection to the 
advertisement, which will hopefully get the Government to correct its error. We also believe that 
this issue is also going to be raised at Westminster by Michael Fabricant. 
 
Additionally, it was noted from this advertisement that the Government expects ‘Curborough’ to 
grow: “its aim is to create a place where people really want to live – which can evolve naturally 
as it gets bigger”.  This must mean that 5000 dwellings would be just the beginning! 
 
The DCLG deadline for submissions on the eco-town looms large - remember it is 30 June. FACT 
has been in contact with other eco-town protect groups about a rally in Westminster on Monday 
30th June. We are in the early stages of organising FACT’s attendance at this rally in London and 
early indications are that each action group will take along 50 protesters. 
 
You will have seen an email from Richard, asking if you will be able to attend. We realise that, 
because it is on a Monday, some people may need to take a day’s leave and there is therefore a 
cost. Please do let us know if you can attend the event as we believe, along with the other groups 
who have also agreed to attend, that this action may have a critical effect on the decision-making 
process. 
 
Petitions 
 
To reiterate Richard’s message - for those of you who have received petition forms, either by 
email or at the June 7th march, please continue to collect signatures and return them to the address 
below. From our activities so far we have amassed over 1,250 signatures, but we still need more! 
We really need to reinforce the point that the people of Lichfield do not want any sort of 
development in Fradley, whether eco or not. 
 
Please send completed forms to: 
Peter Evans 
FACT 
27 Turnbull Road 
Fradley 
Staffordshire 
WS13 8TB. 
 
The Renewable Energy Park 
 
As Richard has mentioned above, deep within the Curborough Consortium’s proposal for an eco-
town is a ‘Renewable Energy Park’ on the opposite side of the A38. This was in the initial plans, 
but we note that it was omitted from any of the promotional material that was shown to us by the 
developers at their public consultation meetings. We have since found out that all eco towns have 
to have plans for creating renewable energy and the developers have confirmed the requirement 
for an REP but say that they will not be responsible for the delivery of it. However we know that 
Banks, one of the four partners of the Curborough Consortium, has the expertise to supply this 
requirement.  
 



 

 

What this will mean is that the Park will receive municipal waste, food waste from all around the 
area to be recycled to create energy, and also ‘biomass’ (renewable organic matter) to be utilised 
to create energy via biomass converters. Wind turbines will also be erected. 
 
What they fail to mention in their plans is that they will have to transport the waste into Fradley 
and store it on-site until it is recycled. While trying to deal with waste and using it to create energy 
sounds commendable, the eco-argument is seriously weakened by the fact that pollution will be 
emitted while the waste is being transported here. Also the smell of the waste, both during 
transportation and as it awaits destruction, is hardly going to enhance the lives of those dwelling in 
the adjacent area, nor will the increase in traffic down the A38. 
 
So it is no wonder that this scheme was buried deep in the application! I’m sure there would have 
been a much more vociferous response from we residents if we had been told about this aspect of 
the plan at the outset. 
 
As we obtain further information about the above we shall, of course, circulate it to you all. 


